
STAT3 OF WISCONSIN 

11--1--1------------- 

: 

In the Eiatter of the Tetition of : 

CGMJ~?IC~TIJKS WOR?ZRS 03' &i+ICA 

Involving &pioyes of 

CITY OF RIVZ;II .FtlELS employed In the 
UTILIW, SAMTATION and STRZET 
GEP&~TKBTS. 

In the piatter of the Petitfon of 

: 
1 ; . 
: Case I 
: No. 9650 ME-144 
: . Decision No. 6729 
, 
. 

: 
’ 

. l 

: 

: 

: 

Involving LINZXEN qnploged by the 
.I: 

3iTY 0F RIVER FALLS in the 
l77ILITY DEPARTlUNT. 

; 
: 
: case II 
: No. 9600 ME-1 
: Decision No. 
: 
. . 
; 

------L-I----I------- 

: 

In the I*iatter of the Petition of : 
: 

MXXJNI~ATICXS 'J9RKXRS OF ANXRICA : 

Involvi'ng DIESEL G,ZXZRATOR OPERATORS i 
employed by the l 

. 

: Case III 
CITY OF RIVER FALLS in the : No. 9689 I’S49’ 
UTILITY DEkAiiTNZNT. : Decision No. 6731 

-es Orr International Representative, for the Petitioner. 
E. c. &ord, City Attorney, for the Municipal &iployer. 

CIRXTION OF 2LZCTIONS 

The above named petitioner having petitioned %he Xieconein 

Employment Relations Board to Conduct an election pursuant to 

Section 111.70 of the Msconsin Statutes, mong certain ersployes 

of the above named ;L;unicipal *Employer; and a hearing on such 

petition having been conducted at the City of River Falle, 

No. 6729 
6730 
6731 



Wisconsin, on April 30, 1964, James L. Greenwald, Examiner, 

being present; and the 3oard having considered the evidence 

and being Satisfied that questions have arisen concerning repre- 

sentatlon for certain employes of the Hunicipal Employer; 

NO& TIEXiZ?O~ it is 

CIRECTED 

,That elections by secret ballot shall be conducted under the 

direction of the Wisconsin Employment Relations Board within sixty 

(60) days of the date of this Directive in the following collective 

bargaining units: 
. 

LQiIT NO. 1 

All regular full-time and regular part-time 8mplOy88 
of the City of River Falls employed in its Utility, 
Sanitation and Street Departments, including working 
foremen, and excluding temporary employes, supervisors, 
and confidential and craft employes. 

UNIT NO. 2 

All linemen employed in the Utility Department of the 
City of River Falls, 
other 8IllplOy8S. 

excluding supervisors and all 

All diesel generator operators eraployed in the Utility 
D8partm0nt of th8 City of River Falle, excluding 
sup8rvisOrs end all other 8mplOy8S. 

All employes having the classifications which are Included as 

eligibles in the three units described above shall be eligible 

to participate in the elections if they are in the employ of the 

i\lunicipal 6mployer on Kays , 1964, except such 8Slp1oy88 a8 may 

prior to the elections quit their employment or be discharged for 

CaU88. The purpose Of said 818CtiOnS IS to determine Whether Li 

majority of the 0li~iplOy8S eligible in 8aCh unit described above 

2. 



desire to be represented by Comnunication Zorkers of America 

for the purpose of conferences anh negotiations with the City 

of River Falls on questions of wa&ea, hours and conditions of 

errployment. 

Oiton tan&r our h8nd8 mad real 
rt th. city of M8diron, ui8oonrin 
thlr lzth d8y OfM8J, 1%. 

uIscolrsI!i XPsamxm Rmmolos BOARD 

SEAL 

. .: 

3. 
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In the 14atter 

-------------- 
: 

of,the Petition of : . . 
COi3iUNICATiOi?S ;;CRKERS OF &i3:RICA 

Involving Zknployes of 

STATE OF 'N'ISCCNSIN 

L ; 
CITY CP RIVER F.*LLS employed in the : 
UTILITY, SANITATION and STRZET a :. 
D2PARTIGNTS. : 

: 
: --------------------- 
. . 

In the &Latter of the Petition of : 

CGMJGICATIONS k'ORY&RS OF AMZRICA 
:. . . 
. . 

Involving LINEWN employed by the : . . 
GITY OF RIVE3 FALLS in the' 

. 
: 

UTILITY DEPARTWNT. : 
: 
: 
: ------~-----~---"I--- 
: 

In the Matter of the Petition of : 
: 

CC&IMU'RICATIOK3 tJO,",iKZS OF AMXICA . . 
: 

Involving DIESEL GENERATOR OPERA!lYORS : 
employed by the : 

:. 
CITY OF RIVER FALLS in the : 
UTILITY DEPAR‘I'WNT. : 

: 
: -------1--1---------- 

Case I 
No. 9650 ICE-1 

ii!!+ Deoision No. 729 

Case II 
No. 9600 ME- 8 
Decision NO. % 730 

Case III 
No. 9689 ME-l&9 
De&&on No. 6731 

MEZJORANDW ACCOMPANYING DIRECTION OF ELZCTIONS 

The Union, in initiating this proceeding, filed a single 

petition wherein it requested the Board to conduct a representation 

election among "all craft, clerical, foremen and common labor 

employes of the Utilities Departments and General City" of the 

City of River r'alls. At the hearing it was disclosed that said 

enploges are actually employed in three separate departments of 

the Kunicipal Eknployer, the Utility, Sanitation and Street 

Departments. The parties stipulated wick: respect to ermployes who 

were confidential and supervisory employes, with the exception as 



1 J 
f 

.’ 
’ .* 

noted below, and as to their exclusion. The parties also 
stipulated that employes classified as lineman and diesel generator -. 

operator were craft employes. The Union would have included 

said craft emploges in one over-all unit with other eligible 

employe 9. The #unicipal dmployer would have them excluded. Since 

no issue exists as to the craft status of the 1,ineman and 

diesel generator operator classifications, the Board must, pursuant 

to Sec. 111.70 (4) (d) of the Wisconsin Statutes, exclude them 

from the over-all unit and said employes can only be included in 

a craft unit consisting of employes perfordng the samkraft 

work. Although the same provision of the statutes .wqulres 

separate petitions to be filed for each craft group, the Munl- 

cipal Employer ind+cated that it had no objectlpn to the oonduct 

of elections among the employee in separate craft units. Following 

the hearing and prior to any action by the Board, the Union, in 

writing, withdrew its objections to s eparate elections. 

At the hearbig issues arose concerning the eligibility of 

three employes to participate In the election Involving Unit No. 1. 

The Wnicipal Employer would exclu.de Jim Wertens and Riohard 

Pederson,, claiming that they are temporary emploges, and further, 

contends that Donald Johnson should be excluded for :the reaeon of 

his supervisory status. The Union contends that all three employee 

should be included among the eligibles. 

Generally the Municipal Employer does not consider employes 

to be regular unless their employment is achowledged by resolution 

of the City Council. .Mertens, whose employment has not been do 

acknowledged, was hired in June, 1963 as a laborer In the Street 

Department for a special building project which was to be com- 

pleted during that summer. However, Mertens has been retained 

in employment continuously and has not been given any notification 

of 8n early termination. Despite the additional fact that 

Plerten’s hourly wage is considerably below that of regular 



emploges,..his employment period has beenextended to such an 

extent that we conclude he is eligible to paticipate in t'ne 

election. 

3ichard Pederson, on the other had., was hired on April 7, 

1764 for a teL-week period and therefore he, as a Casual ei’hploye, 

is not eligibly to participate in the election. 

Eonald Johnson, the Street Gepartment Foreman, reports to 

the Street Comnissioner, who is r8SpOnSibl8 for the operation of 

the Street Department. Jchnscn works with and exercises some 

supervision over the six other employea in the Street Department. 

Although the City claims Johnson can effectively recommend to 

th8 Street Commissioner the hiring and firing of Other Street 

Departm8nt emploges, he has never had occasion to exercise such 

authority, and, furthermore, the fact that Johnson receives 

17 cents per hour :;lore than the hourly rate paid other regular 

Street Department employes does not in itself establish such 

supervisory characteristics so as to exclude him from the 

eligibles. The Board cOnClUd8S that Johnson by reason that 

reSpOnSibiliti8S for tine overall control and direction of t-he‘ 

seven-man Street-3epartment rests Witii the Street Commissioner, 

and by reason of Johnson's limited authority and his time spent 

in work similar to Other regular employes, is a workins foreman 

and, as such, shall be included among the 8ligibl8S. 

Dated at Pladison, :Asconsin, this 15th day of Kay, 1964. 

uIscQmR IplpuJMIEIT RBLHIOlS BWRD 
^ - 

2.1 S.'RlOO II /8/ 
201 S. Rio. II, Co~rrioaor 

6; . 


