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Appearances: 
Goldberg, Previant & Uelmen, Attorneys at Law, by 

Mr. Kenneth R. Loebel, for the Complainant. 
MrrJohn C. Murphy, City Attorney of Fond du Lac, -a 
--for the Respondent. 
Mr,. F. Halsey Kraege, Attorney at Law, for the 
WiEconsin Education Association. 

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSION OF LAW AND ORDER 

The above entitled matter having come on for hearing 
on March 22, 1967, at Madison, Wisconsin, before the Wisconsin 
Employment Relations Board, now known as the Wisconsin Employment 
Relations Commission, before Chairman Morris Slavney, Commissioner 
Arvid Anderson and Commissioner Zel S. Rice II, and the Commission 
having considered the evidence and arguments and briefs of counsel, 
and being fully advised in the premises, makes and files the 
following Findings of Fact, Conclusion of Law and Order. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. That the Complainant, Wisconsin Federation of Teachers, 
AFL-CIO, hereinafter referred to as the WFT, is an employe 
organization having its offices at 7230 West Capitol Drive, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and has as its affiliates various local 
organizations consisting of teachers employed in various school 
districts throughout the State of Wisconsin, including the 
Fond du Lac Federation of Teachers, Local 1004, hereinafter 
referred to as FTU. 

2. That the Respondent, Joint School District No. 1, 
City of Fond du Lac, et al, hereinafter referred to as the 
School Board, has its principal office at 135 East Merrill 
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Avenue, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; that it maintains and operates 
public schools in said community; and in that regard employes, 
among others, certifikated teaching personnel; 

3. That Fond du Lac Education Association, hereinafter 
referred to as the FEA, is an employe organization, existing 
for the purpose of representing teachers in the employ pf' the 
School Board, in conferences and negotiations on matters per- 
taining to the conditions of their employment; that it has its 
offices at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin;, that the FEA is affiliated 
with the Wisconsin Education Association, hereinafter referred 
to as the WEA, an employe organization having its offices at 
Madison, Wisconsin; and that the WEA has, as its affiliates, 
various local associations consisting of teachers employed in 
various school districts throughout the state of Wisconsin. 

4, That historically for the past number of years pr1.or 
to 1966, the WEA and the WFT have held their annual conventions 
on the first Thursday and Friday of November of each year; that 
on January 24, 1966, prior to the establishment of an exclusive 
collective bargaining representative for certificated teachers 
in the employ of the School Board and after representatives of 
the School Board met with representatives of the FTU and the 
FEA in discussions on salaries and other conditions of employ- 
ment for teachers in the employ of the School Board for the 
school year 1966-1967, the School Board adopl;ed its calel~dar 
for the school year 1966-1967, wherein it JesiGnated November 
3 and 4, 1966 as dates on which school would be closed becrtusc 
of "Teachers' Convention". 

5. That prior to April 15, 1966, the teachers in the 
employ of the School Board executed individual teacher contracts 
on the basis of the conditions of employment established by the 
School Board; including the calendar adopted by it for the school. 
year 1966-1967. 

6. That on September 19, 1966, after the WFT ha(-1 deter- 
mined to change its practice with respect to the dat;es 0‘11 whLch 
its annual convention was ileld, the President; of the FTU, by 
letter, advised the School Board and its Superintendent of t11e 
fact that the WFT was to hold its annual collver-1 tion or] Cc tobcr 
6 and 7, 1966, and that members of the FTU planned to :il;tend 
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that convention in Milwaukee on said dates; tlzat fur i;her in i;llis 

correspondence the FTU requested permis:sion that its tcacl~cr 

members be excused on said dates and furtiler indicated t,haI; 

those who attended &he WFT conventior! would report to t,l~eir 
I 

various school buildings on November 3 and 1.1, 1966, unlc:;:; 

said members also were members of ihe WEA and dcstred I,o 

attend the latter convention 011 tile latter dnte:;; tllnL on 
September 26, 1966, said request of the FTU wa1~ considcrcd 

by the School Board at one of 1Ls mectine;s; znd i;ha t; I.‘ollow1n~1; 

the consideration of said requesi;, the School k3oard tt(lopl;c:d Lile 
following resolution: 

“WHEREAS a request has bee11 received From Loc:~l 
#lo04 Fond du Lac Federation of Teachers dated 
September 19, 1966 concertl:Lng the release of 
members of this local to attend the conveiltion 
of the Wisc’onsin Federation of Teachers on 
October .6-7, 1966, 

AND WHEREAS the school calendar for 1966-67 WDY 
adopted on January 24, 1966 which accomoda ted 
November 3-4, 19G6 as conventloll dates; and since 
school calendars mu& be set well in advance l,o 
permit proper and intelligent long range planning!;, 

AND WHEREAS the matter of conve1Ition date2 was rloL 
discussed durirlg the meeI;ing;;a 01’ tI\e Teacher ;1,1d 
Text Committee and the Joint. Weli’.‘nr*e Comni1;Lec 
during 1966, and the l3oard recef_ved IIO ;Idvancc 
official notice of the request 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of 
Education will autho17ize attendance at this 
October 6-7, 1966 convention by only official 
delegates, properly certified in writing in 
advance; the official certified delegtites may 
attend without loss of pay, and tlte central 
offi,,ce will secure substitutes for the official 
delegates 0 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any and all other 
district employees attending this convelition 
would do so on a personal basis only at full 
loss of pay.” 

7. That following; the adoption of said resolution, ;!I.I~ 

on October 4, 1966, the FTU, in a letter by i i;s Presitlcni; l;o 

the School Board, protested the action of’ i;he School Woard wit11 

respect to the aforementioned resolution and advised f’urtlher 
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that seven of its members would attend the WFT convention on 
both dates and that ten additional members would attend on one 
dntc ; that at no time prior to the attendance of the WFT con- , 
vcntj.on by nny member of the E'TU, did the FTU advise the School 
I~onrtl as to the names of'nny of its members who would attend 
the convention ,$' the WFT as pfficial delegates; that those 
teachers who did attend the WFT convention were not paid for . 
the day or days on which."they absented themselves from their ~ . 
teaching duties as a result"=& ,hcn attkndance; that on 
November 3 and 4, 1966, the.'School Board closed its schools as 
provided in the school calendar and that all teachers in the 
employ of the School Board, regardless of whether they attended 
the WEA Convention, were paid/by the School Board as if they had 
taull;ht school on said dates. 

a. That the School Board, by adopting the aforementioned 
resolution and by refusing to pay teachers for the days they 
Absented themselves from their teacher's duties as a result of 
attending the WFT convention on October 6 and/or 7, 1966, did 
not ineerfere, restrain or coerce any of the teachers in its 
employ, with regard to their right to engage in any concerted 
activity on behalf of the WFT, the FTU, or any other employe 
organization of their choosing. 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission 
makes the following 

CONCLUSION OF LAW 
1, That Joint School District No. 1, City of Fond du Lac, 

the resolution on Septiember 26, 1966, with 
of compensation to teachers who absented 

themselves to attend the annual convention 
Federation of Teachers on October 6 and 7, 
to pay teachers'for the days they absented r 

of the Wisconsin 
1966, and by refusing 
themselves from their 

teaching dut&s a.s a re,sult of attending the Wisconsin Federation 
of Teachers teachers' convention on October 6 and 7, 1966, d4d 

n not commit, and,Ts not committing any prohibited practice within : * 
the meaning of,&ection 111.70 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

1 ?' I t 
/ : 
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won the basis of the above and foregoing Find&s of 
Fact and Conclusion of Law, the Commission makes the following 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that the complaint filed In the lnstant~ 
matter be, and the aaaue hereby la, dlsmlssed. u 

Given under our hands and seal at the 
City of Madison, Wimonsln, this jd 
day of August, 1967. 

WISCONSIN EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMISSIOI9 

BY Mwr3.e Slav-mu /s/ 
Morris Slavney, Chalrmn 

Arvld Anderson /s/ 
Arvid Anderson, CommllsSioner 

Zel S. Rice II /a/ 
Zel S. Rice II, Commissioner 

&/ bhe teacher conv&ntlon dates set forth In the school calendar 
tiere arrived at after discussions with both teacher organizations, 
which acquiesced therein. Under the circumstances the request 
of the Fond du Lac Federation of Teachers to change the school 
calendar was properly denled. 

-5- 

.- . 
No. 7909-B 


